her kindly voice a note of exasperation. * Margaret, if I may
interfere, don't be taken by surprise. What do you think of
the Wilcoxes? Are they our sort? Are they likely people?
Gould they appreciate Helen3 who is to my mind a very
special sort of person? Do they care about Literature and
Art? That is most important when you come to think of it.
Literature and Art. Most important. How old would the
son be? She says "younger son". Would he be in a position
to marry? Is he likely to make Helen happy? Did you
gather- ?*
CI gathered nothing.8
They began to talk at once*
*Then in that case - *
*In that case I can make no plans, don't you see.*
*On the contrary - '
*I hate plans. I hate lines of action. Helen isn't a baby.*
'Then in that case, my dear, why go down?'
Margaret was silent. If her aunt could not see why she
must go down, she was not going to tell her. She was not
going to say ' I love my dear sister; I must be near her at this
crisis of her life.' The affections are more reticent than the
passions, and their expression more subtle. If she herself
should ever fall in love with a man, she, like Helen, would
proclaim it from the house-tops, but as she only loved a
sister she used the voiceless language of sympathy.
*I consider you odd girls,' continued Mrs Munt, 'and
very wonderful girls,' and in many ways far older than your
years. But - you won't be offended ? - frankly, I feel you are
not up to this business. It requires an older person. Dear,
I have nothing to call me back to Swaaage.' She spread out
her plump arms. *I am all at your disposal. Let me go
down to this house whose name I foiget, instead of you.5
'Aunt Juley * - she jumped up and kissed her - ' I must,
must go to Howards End myself. You don't exactly under-
stand, though I can never thank you properly for offering,'
*I do understand,* retorted Mrs Munt, with iitasensie
confidence, *I go down in no spirit of interference, but to
j&ake inquiries. Inquiries are necessary. Now, I am going*
10 be rude. You would say the wrjoag thing; to a certais,ty
10